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January 1, 2010
Dear New Dancers and Family -Welcome to Celtic Steps Winter Session 2010.
Colorado Springs Classes will start on Saturday, January 2nd, 9:00 am.  Our studio is located at 3333 N. El Paso, Unit G.  Closest major intersection is Fillmore and El Paso (east of I-25).  A map is attached.
We are thrilled to have teachers Aisling Toal-Casey and Shaun Casey on our faculty as the Directors and owners of Celtic Steps.  These two lovely dancers and teachers come to Celtic Steps right out of the Lord of the Dance show, where they toured for 8 years.  They both have their TCRG certification.
· Introductory classes last one hour

· Class attire is shorts and t-shirts.  Dancers may wear stockings, low sneakers, jazz shoes or ballet flats for their first couple classes.  Preferred shoes are the ‘gillies’ for girls and the split shoe/rubber heel lace up jazz shoe for the boys.  Our shoe ladies (vendors with new and used irish shoes plus Saint Brendan’s t-shirts and such) will be at class one weekend a month.  

· Our studio has a waiting area and a separate student shoe change area.

· Students are encouraged to bring a capped water bottle into class with them.

· Parent may watch from outside the classroom.  We have viewing windows into both studios.

Tuition is $130 for a 10 week session, starting January 2nd  and completing March 27th.  There is a once a year registration fee of $25, which includes membership in the Saint Brendan’s Irish Dance Foundation.  Registration and Tuition are due at the start of the session.  A registration form will be available to fill out on the first day of class.
Please review the attached FAQ’s, calendar and map.  Let me know if you have any questions.  I look forward to seeing you on January 2nd.
Aisling Toal Casey TCRG
Shaun Casey  TCRG
FAQ’s

Q - Can I buy dance shoes at places other than from the shoe ladies?

A – Boys jazz shoes can be purchase at any dance supply store.  Girls gillies are not available at regular dance supply store.  You really want to buy the irish shoes – better leather, and the correct style.  

Q – What should dancers wear to class?

A – All dancers are asked to wear shorts and a Celtic Steps t-shirt.  Skirts, long jeans, or baggy jazz pants are not acceptable for class.  Celtic Steps T-shirts are available at the studio.  Dancers are excepted from the t-shirt rule for their first two classes.

Q – What will dancers learn in the intro session?

A – The curriculum for the introductory class includes proper carriage, foot placement, introduction to reel and light jig music.   Dancers learn the basic movement of 3’s – a promenade or moving step that is one of the foundation steps for team dancing and figures.  By the end of the session dancers will (hopefully!) be able to perform two steps of a reel, two steps of a light jig and a partner dance.
Q – Are there any special events during the fall session?

A – We will be holding a class feis (intra school competition) in late October.  All dancers are encouraged to participate or come as a spectator.  It’s a great opportunity to see the other dancers and meet other Saint Brendan’s families.

Q – What happens after the first session?

A – All dancers are encouraged to continue on to the winter and spring sessions.  At the end of Spring Session, Celtic Steps hosts an inter-school competition called Pikes Peak Feis.  For many of our intro students, it is the ‘recital’ to end the season.

Q – Do intro dancers participate in performances?

A – Yes – and they often steal the show!   Celtic Steps involves all dancers in performances, if they would like to participate.  Dancers are asked to take St. Patrick’s Day off from school and perform 4-7 times over the day for schools, nursing homes, private parties, and irish pubs.  We march in the St. Patrick’s Day parade.  We have a great time!

Q – Are there costumes for performances?

A – Celtic Steps is pleased to be able to ‘rent’ their school costumes for a very reasonable amount.  The young ladies rent a vest and skirt with celtic design, while young gentlemen rent a shirt and vest, supplying their own pants.  Rental is $20 a year, plus a deposit to cover replacement if lost.

Q – What if I have other questions?

A – You can reach Celtic Steps at 303-771-1209 or at CelticSteps@aol.com .
Map to the studio!

From I-25
Take the Fillmore Exit (south of Garden of the Gods Exit)

Go East on Fillmore, cross Nevada, to stop light at N. El Paso (Dunkin Donuts on the left)
Go north on N. El Paso to 3333 G – Traditions Studio
Please use the side door.
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Please call if you have any questions. The Colorado Springs studio number is 719-527-7092 (not always attended).  The main office phone is 303-771-1209.
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